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DIRECTOR, FBI. (100-439048) 
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SUBJECT: COMINFIL OF STUDENTS FOR. 

A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 

IS-C ۷ 

Re Chicago teletype 6/8/65 and Indianapolis tele- 
type 6/9/65. 

Enclosed for Bureau are 10 copies and for 
Indianapolis one copy of a letterhead memorandum (LHM) 
concerning captioned organization. 


One copy of the LHM is being disseminated to 


as well as the Security Section, Bureau of Inspectional | 
Services, Chicago Police Department, have previously p 
orally advised of this information. 


The source used in the attached LHM is = 


‘The attached LHM is classi onfigpetial in 870 
order to protect the identity of who is an E 
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06 100-40903 


Chicago has obtained no additional information 
regarding the above from ONI, OSI, G-2, Secret Service, 
Chicago, or the Security Section, Bureau of 09۵ 
Services, Chicago Police Depar hicago is following 820 


this matter closely r وچ‎ and éstablished 
Sources. 


Indianapolis is requested to be alert for any 
information concerning this matter. 


e L 
UN D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Chicago, Illinois 
June 21, 1965 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION 
OF THE STUDENTS FOR R 


DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDB) 


On June 7, 1965, & source advised that an SDS 
leader in Chicago said that civil disobedient demonstra- 
.tions are being planned by the Stop the War in Viet Nan 
Committee of Chicago. This leader said that there would 
be a meeting on June 8 to plan a "sit-in" at a Napalm 
plant in northern Indiana, a "leaf-in" at all draft 
boards in the Chicago area, and a "preach-in" at McCormick 
Place, Chicago, Illinois. This SDS leader said that they 
expect to get 100 sympathetic preachers in the area for the 
"preach-in" and hopé to involve the congregations of these 
preachers, 


z This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
It is the property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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70 (Mr, Me C. Su111vaó DATE: 6/28/65 


1 
FROM :Mr, J. A, nm 


1 
1 
1 
SUBJECT: "THE — 1 
CONCERNING 1965 CIVIL 1 
1 
1 
1 


Mr, Belmont 
Mr, Sullivan 
Mr, Sizoo 


DISOBEDIBNCE AND COMMUNIST 
INSPIRED YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. AND MAJOR 7 
COLLEGE CAMPUSES 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


captioned es above, This teletype indicated that a meeting of the 
Northern California District Peace Commission (not further identified 
in teletype) 5/24/65, Cary) 810180 م‎ National Officer of the N. B. B. DuBois 


Clubs of America, ۵ commun 
“on "Thé Project" which basiczlily-concerns &—merger of five organizations, 


These organizations are» The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
(a civil rights group), tudents for ۵ Democratic Society (Socialist 
oriented group which has demonstrated actively against U.S. policy in 
Vietnam), “Women for Peace (a pacifist organization), DuBois Clubs of 
America (communisteingpired youth organization), and Committee for Non- 


Violent Action (a pacifist organization). 


The teletype indicated that "The Project" plans a meeting in Wash- 
ington, D.C., August 6-9, 1965, and that one day will be devoted to 
civil disobedience in the House of Representatives, "The Project" also 
plans to call a nation-wide Student strike affecting all United States 
colleges on October 15, 1965, 
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Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan 
RE: "THE PROJECT" 
. CONCERNING 1965 CIVIL 
ㆍ DISOBEDIANCE AND COMMUNIST 
INSPIKED YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES 
AT WASHINGTON, D.C. AND MAJOR U. 8. 


i πι 


advised that this matter is being followed ۴ 
closely cisco Office and that a letterhead memorandum 
containing details 18 being mailed to the Bureau this date and &nother 
letterhead memorandum 18 being prepared 6/29/65, for submission to the 
Bureau containing additional pertinent details, 


ACTION: 


(1) The above informstion is being disseminated to the White 
ا‎ Attorney General, Secret Service, and the Military (9 
gencies, 


(2) Washington Field Office 18 being instructed to alert the 
U.S. Capitol Police, U.S, Park Police, Metropolitan Police Department 
and General Services Administration regarding the proposed meeting in 
Washington, D.C. on 8/6-9/65, 


(3) 11 the Director agrees, the substance of above will be 
furnished by Crime Records Division to appropriate Congressional contacts, 
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COMINFIL, STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY; 


ΜΝ. ΩΝ 3 505 7 
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FATHER. WHOSE: SU! 


'CHICAGO POLICE, STATED 13 PERSONS 
ARRESTED APPROXIMATELY 1:25 AM THIS DATE IN "FILTHY" ۷ 
ROOM APARTMENT AT 5030 NORTH WINTHROP. APARTMENT LITTERED 
WITH BEER CANS. POLICE ALSO FOUND SOME FORTY PILLS BELIEVED 
TO BE BARBITURATES. val 
13 ARRESTED LIVING IN APARTMENT SAID THEY WERE MEMBERS 
of JOBS OR INCOME NOW (JOIN), GROUP AFFILIATED WITH 505. 
LESSEE PETER FREEDMAN, AGE 23, ANO WIFE STEPHANIE, 

AGE 21, CHARGED WITH KEEPING DISORDERLY HOUSE, POSSESSION 
OF DANGEROUS DRUGS, CONTRIBUTING TO DELINQUENCY OF MINOR, ,; 
AND DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND BEING INMATES OF DISORDERLY 

HOUSE WERE: PAUL C. MC GOWAN IR.; KATHIE ROBERTS; J. C. 

CLIFFORD, AGE 21, NEGRO; JOHN M. KITTRIOGE, 21; FARRIS Y. 
二 VAN METER, 18; MISS LENNIE ZEIGER, 19; CHARLES D. BAUMANN, 
ic Denz DAVID D. WHEELER, 19, NEGRO; AARON EQ LETTLETON, 17, 


ds : ` NEGRO; RENNARD C. DAVIS, 25, NEGRO, وت‎ 
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1 - DeLoach ی‎ 
FROM |: F. J. Ba per 


Tele. Room سے‎ 
Holmes 
Gondy 


SURJECT: - „COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
| STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 
| μὴ INTERNAL SECURITY - C Ἢ 


The Students for a Democratic Society is a sociafist-oriented 
youth organization which has in recent months been extremely active 
in protest demonstrations against United States policy in Vietnam. 
We are presently. conducting an investigation of this organization to 
determine the extent to which it has been infiltrated by communists 
and other subversive elements. 


A source who has furnished reliable information in the 
past has advised that Clark Kissinger, National Secretary of the 
Students for a Democratic Society, spoke at the June 13, 1965, 
session of the national convention of this organization at which time 
he reported on a project which he referred to as the "Kissinger 
Project" and "Kissinger's Kamikaze," He described this Project as 
& deliberate attempt to force the United States to have a political 
trial which will discuss the political issues of the Vietnam war 
and related issues. He stated that there is a need for a more 
drastic approach to social reform and proposed that the Students for 
a*Democratic Society deliberately violate the Espionage Act of 1917, 
certain provisions of the Smith Act and certain parts of the Military 
Codes of Justice. He said that this would be done by entering 
military bases and distributing leaflets which will demoralize the 
servicamen and by suggesting that servicemen desert or adopt devious 
means of avoiding direct participation in the Vietnamese war, 
Kissinger stated that this strategy calls for actions that are 
so drastic that the Government will have no alternative except to ^ 
prosecute the Students for a Democratic Society. 


By letter dated June 17, 1965, the Attorney General was 
advised of the above information and requested to advise whether 
the statements made by Kissinger constitute a violation of the " 
Bedition statutes. Dissemination was also made to State Departmen 
Central Intelligence Agency, military intelligence sgencies, 
Secret Service'and the White House τὰ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 

Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION F THE 
STUDENTS FOR A HENOCEATIC SOCIETY 

100-439048 . 


n Davitt of the Department 07% 
contacted and advised that he had conferred 
with Mr. e sistant to the Attorney General, 


and the Attorney General was quite concerned with the above activities. 
He has requested the Internal Security Division take certain preventive 
steps involving the FBI and Department of Defense. Mr. Davitt stated 

he is directing a letter to the Bureau requesting an investigation of the 
above organization to determine if its members may be in violation 

of Sedition.stakutes and is also requesting the FBI to notify all of 

its offices throughout the country to promptly advise local United States' 
Attorneys of the receipt of any information indicating members of the 
group are going on military bases. The United States Attorney is to 

be advised that the Department wishes to proceed against these 
individuals under Section 1382, Title 18, and the United States 

Attorney is to immediately contact the Internal Security Division of 

the Department for instructions, Section 1382 makes it an offense 

to re-enter a military reservation after being ordered moved. 


Mr. Davitt stated that the Department also plans to 
coordinate activities with the Department of Defense and will ask 
that all base commanders throughout the United States be notified 
in order they may take preventive action against individuals attempting 
to enter military reservations. 


ACT ION: 


For information. Upon receipt of the Department's letter, 
it will be carefully examined and appropriate instructions issued to 
our field offices. 
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' FROM: ` SAC, CHICAGO (100-40903) 
^ ` SUBJECT: COMINFIL OF 


A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY — 
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00: | CHICAGO 


Re Detroit airtel dated 6/14/65. 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ten 
n copies andbfof Detroit and New York two copies each of a 
se letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Chicago, Illinois 
June 22., 1965 f : 


—— 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
THE STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIETY (SDS) 


On June 20, 1965, a source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, advised of learning through 
Lowen Berman, an SDS member in Chicago, that Berman had 
recently been in contact with Clark Kissinger regarding the 
proposal made by Kissinger at the recent National Convention 
of the SDS at Camp Maplehurst, Kewadin, Michigan, to begin 
& project to violate the Espionage Act of 1917, the Smith Act, 
and provisions of the Military Codes of Justice to force the 
United States Government to have a political trial which will 
discuss the political issues of the Viet Nam war and related 
issues. Kissinger indicated that the project had been 
referred to & committee who will consider the project along 
with other proposals. 


According to Kissinger if the committee decides on 
the project it will be required . to submit it to a membership 
referendum first. 


Kissinger also said the committee hadn't met yet, 
but would be meeting all summer. The project just isn't 
something that can be started in one week. Berman said he 
felt it would be four months before the committee decided to 
go ahead with the project or not. Kissinger felt it would 
be at least a month and that there are discussions taking 
place on the project now on the East Coast. Kissinger said 
they were waiting for “our people" to get back from this 
discussion and the recent convention νον they can make 

a decision on what to do. 


Gom š . 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 


Kissinger said that they will have to wait until SDS 
makes the decision and this will require a lot of prolonged 
discussions with lawyers. The project has not been rejected 
and is still under consideration by SDS. All kinds of 
problems are involved with it. The SDS feels that it is really 
important to see that the project is carried out. He also 
gave some indication that SDS as an organization might not A 
carry out the project in its own name. MEMBER- ک ہ۔‎ CIC AUICRTISN 


Lowen Brook8 german. — ۶ ΑΝ 


On May 21, 1965, & second source, an agency which 
collects security information in the Chicago area, advised LIC 
that at an SDS meeting on May 18, 1965, Berman was identified 
as SDS coordinator for the May 21, 1965, demonstration against 
the war in Viet/Nam at the Federal Bui ng, Chicago. 

3 < š 

πῆς.  ے باجام ماج‎ IS SING ER 

On June 18, 1963, the first source advised that ا‎ ec. 
someone else was doing the work as National Secretary of SDS لای < ريم‎ 
until a replacement is found. In the meantime, Clark Kissinger, We 7» 
who had been handling the National Secretary job, will be š 
raising funds for SDS. MEMBER- SUG TFCT ORGATIITATIGN 


Charles Clark, 


T — 


— سب . 


The June 28, 1965, issue of "The Daily Cardinal" 
identified C. Clark Kissinger as Chairman of the Wisconsin 
Socialisf Club..(WSC), Universityof-Yisconsin, for the summer 
of 1963.. VIRVE 


A characterization of the WSC is attached. 
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 


APPENDIX 


l. Ps 
WISCONSIN SOCIALIST CLUB 


On December 10, 1957, a source described the 
Wisconsin Socialist Club (WSC) as then a duly registered 
and authorized student compus organization at the University 
of Wisconsin (UW) with a chapter membership of 21, including 
MATTHEW CHAPPERON and RONALD RADOSH, who prior to the dissolution 
of the Labor Youth League (LYL) were publicly known as officers 
of the UW chapter of the LYL. On November 30, 1960, 
a source identified MATTHEW CHAPPERON as then a member 
of the State Committee of the Communist Party of Wisconsin (CPR). 


On June 23, 1958, another source described the WSC 
as an organization founded primarily on principles closely allied 
with those of English socialists, with many of its members 
genuine socialists, but source observed there existed a pro-Marxist 
element in the club, including CHAPPERON and RADOSH, which element 
had taken the lead in policy-making functions of the WSC. On 
. September 20, 1960, this source reported that RADOSH and CBAPPERON 
had been elected president and secretary respectively, of the 
WSC for the 1960-1961 school year. 


The September 25, 1962, issue Of the "Daily Cardinal," 
Student organ at the UW, identified the 1962-1963 officers 
of the WSC as JUDD GINSBERG, president; GENE DENNIS, vice president; 
DOUGLAS KORTY, treasurer; and ELSIE CHANDLER, secretary. The 
"Daily Cardinal," issue of February 6, 1963, reported that JUDD 
GINSBERG had been suspended from the UW for reporting a false 
address in Madison to the UW and living in an apartment in 
violation of the UW rules. Ancher source advised on February 
.20, 1963, that PAUL BREINES had taken over GINSBERG's position 
as president of the WSC. 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE STUDENTS FOR A r SOCIETY 


APPENDIX 


WISCONSIN SOCIALIST CLUB 


PAUL BREINES' father was described by MARTIN DIES, 
of the US House of Representatives in 1941, as affiliated 
with organizations and publications which have been cited 
as Communist fronts. GENE DENNIS 18 the son of EUGENE DENNIS, 
who at the time of his death in February, 1961, was National 
Secretary of the CP, USA. Another source advised on July 25, 
1950, that HERBERT S. CHANDLER, father of ELSIE CHANDLER, 
made contributions to the CP, USA and was "Ideologically" 
close to the CP, USA. 


Issues of the "Daily Cardinal" during the 1962-1963 
school year indicated that WSC continued to function as a student 
campus organization, and during 1962-1963 sponsored off-campus 
Speakers including HERBERT APTHEKER, described by the "Daily 
Cardinal" as "leading spokesman for- the American Communist 
Party," and DANIEL RUBIN, identified by another source in 
October, 1962, as National Youth Director, CP, USA, and a member 
of the National Committee, CP, USA. 


The Labor Youth League and the 
CP, UBA have been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. It is the 
property of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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SUBJECT: : STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C ۹ 


We have captioned organization, a socialist-oriented 
- youth group, under investigation. This group has been active in 
demonstrations protesting United States foreign policy and has taken 
part in many demonstrations on college campuses. 


۱ On June 24, 1965, the Chicago Police 6 
13 st tmen 
6? 5 


According to the Police Department report, 13 individuals 
were living in the apartment and all of them stated they were members 
of Jobs or Income Now, a group affiliated with the Students for a 
Democratic Society. Police described the apartment as filthy and . 
littered with beer cans. Forty pills, believed to be barbiturates, 
were discovered in thespartment. Ages of the individuals arrested 
ranged from 17 to 23. Peter Freedman, aged 23, and his wife, who 
are the lessees of the apartment, were charged with keeping a 
disorderly house, possession of dangerous drugs and contributing 
to the delinquency of minors. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 
CTOR, FBI (100-439048) me; 7] 1 fo 
: C, CHICAGO (100-40903) 


ds i 876 
ECT: COMINFIL, STUDENTS ER. A 
DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 
| 520 LE 
On June 5,1965, qum learned that that date ` 
an unknown newspaper „reporter bad contacted CLAR} KISSINGER ΡΩΝ Νε... 
regarding the SDS. QE) * صن‎ 


KISSINGER told “this نے تج‎ ‘that he is the National 
Secretary of SDS, and that Chicago with headquarters. at 1103 East 
“63rd Street, Chicago, Illinois, ig the principal administrative - 
‘or national office. نچ‎ . 


KISSINGER told the repérter that he is 24 years old. He 872 
is working full-time for the organization now. He was a student 
through last year. He was a student at Shimer College, Universit. 
of Chicago and University of Wibconsin and has a Bachelor's and 
Master's degree from the University of Chicago in mathematics 4 


The reporter asked KISSANGER whether placing the SDS in 
a center category of the so-called orbit on the left was correct. 
KISSINGER stated it depends on how you interpret their little 
astrological guide. If it is intended yo be a description of what 
might be called respectibility within Society then it was fairly 
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accurate. If it was supposed to represent something like left u 
and right in traditional terms it would not nake any sense. The 
reporter asked why that would be. KISSINGER replied for two or 
three reasons: One is that organizations cannot really be 
described in a left-right linear Spectrum so that you have all 
kinds of differences between the organizations. For example, 

in some areas SDS would take a position left of what would 
traditionally be called left of the Communist Party. For 
example, the CP supported JOHNSON in the last election, 
supported BOB KENNEDY in New York, and SDS did not. KISSINGER 
said you just cannot describe things politically that way. The 
issues on which the different groups diverge revolve about the 
basic analysis of American society, their basic ideals and their 
political strategy for social change in Amrica. So you have 
two or A sectors along which organizations differ from one 


KISSINGER was then asked what is the main thing that 
is lacking in American society that SDS would like to see filled 
in, Or what would SDS like to have done in America. KISSINGER 
said the main failing which SDS sees in American society is the 
simple lack of political and social democracy, that is, the 
involvement of people in the decisionsiwhich effect their lives. 
You have a situation in America of a vdgt maldistribution of 
both money and power to the point where ordinary citizens have 
absolutely no voice in the conduct on foreign affairs, much less 
local political affairs, be it a war on poverty, urban renewal 
or whatever it is. SDS seeks a society which would encourage, 
where government would actually encourage the participation of 


is the situation we are far from today. SDS wants a democracy 
of participation rather than one of vague consent. 


The reporter asked KISSINGER if this was practical. 
KISSINGER replied SDS thinks it is, because they have it work 
at local levels through the creation around the country of local 
indigenous and autonomous organization that people theaselvea 
run gbetber they be community unions organized in the urban i3 
north or in the Mississippi Freedom Desmocr@tic Party. That AM. 
people can create social institutions they own and which they E ید‎ 
control and which express their needs in society. He said he dri 


could be built into a social movement in America, which bida 
radical critique of society which aimed at basic social δῇ 
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KISSINGER was asked 11 he thought the group that failed 
to get ٭‎ voice would include the poor people and minority groups. 
KISSINGER answered we have people who are re-alienated from 
American society for a number of reasons and these are not only 
people who are disenfranchised from society in an economic way 
in the same way that industrial workers were in the depression 
which resulted in the organization of the CIO. But we have 
people who are politically disenfranchised like the Negro in the 
South and we have people who live actually what could almost be 
described as at a privileged level economically in society such 
as students and intellectuals who are nevertheless violently 
alienated from American foreign policy. So we have a number of 
widely divergent groups who have legitimate grievances against 
society and most of these legitimate grievances and their 
solutions can be boiled down to the program that it is not a 
democracy of participation in America. If there was, many of 
these problems these people face and which cause them to have a 

feeling of alienation, could be corrected. The reporter stated 
that this then is primarily what the SDS is trying to do. 
KISSINGER stated yes * 


On the question of membership, KISSINGER stated SDS 
does not lay much emphasis on membership. He thinks they only 
have around 2,000 paid up members, but be does not know exactly. 
There are about 75 organized chapgers around the country. 

However, the figure of 2,000 members gives an incorrect 

impression and there are easily 4,000 to 6,000 people actively ff 
involved in what SDS is doing. Many people participate in the 

SDS program witbout being members. It is a wembership organiza- 
tion but 809 does not stress meumbersbip in its activities. The 
dues are $2 a year and wayone can apply. Of the 75 chapters 

most are located on campuses. At least 65 of them are on campuses. 
A few are city-wide at large chapters, like Boston at large, 
Washington, Chicago, Louisville, New York, and these chapters 

are for people who are not in school and are older people. 


8 KISSINGER was asked if this is because the group they 

are mainly appealing to are the younger group--students. KISSINGER 
replied there arg & nuuber of reasons. 18 historically SDS 

is a student organization. Most, or a high percentage,of ADS 
activities are oy directed off campuses and in the political 
community as a le. These include the SDS community organizing 
project where SDS has a full-tise staff of about 60 working in 

13 community organizing projecta. A few years ago 808 was - 
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entirely a student organization. Another reason is that it is 
not an accident tbat students have been the primary moving force 
in what is going on politically today in the country. KISSINGER 
stated it is generally call the "left" because students are an 
extremély privileged class, hoth financially and intellectually, 
in tbe sense that they have hy and large bad an opportunity to 
travel--they come from middle class, upper class homes. They 
bave their cultural heritage from their basic bome life and it 
is much richer, They are exceedingly intellectually privileged 
tbrougb having gone to a university and have some conception of 
what is going on. They know what is going on in the world, 
nationally, and they find this rather revolting. They get very 
upset, for example, wben they see the U.S. going to the Dominican 
Republic to crush constitutional government there. Maybe more 
upset than the wan on t street who has not followed it as 
carefully as they bave. 3 


KISSINGER was asked if SDS was very much opposed to 
U.S. intervention in the Dominican Republic and if they passed 
a resolution against such action. KISSINGER replied "No, we're 
not a resolution passing group. We helieve in going out and 
organizing people around basic issues and tbat is the trouble with 


a lot of otberggrganizations. They just sit around and pass 
resolutions." Ó 


KISSINGER said SDS has been operating since 1960, but 
1962 was probably the key year when it got off the ground. 
He stated that with regard to communists, SDS might agree with 
them on all sorts of issues, but “there is a difference in tactics." 
The word tactics is not correct because the difference is not in 
tactics, the difference is in SDS' basic values. It is just not 
that SDS believes in different tactics and are workin ward the 
same end. KISSINGER said that is a false impression. g 


Continuing, KISSINGER said that there bas been a great 
tendency to lump a whole bunch of organizations together and call 
them the left whereas in fact there are radical differences 
between them. For example, SDS is much closer in its program 
and values, etc., to the Student Non-violent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC) tban it would be a number of other left 
wing er چو وک‎ νο organizations. y 
EN gi 

` The ES مع‎ asked "You say you're much closer to 6 
than to the DuBÓis Clubs?" Answer "than: to any other organiza- 
tions." KISSINGER said SDS bas more or less a policy where $t— 
does not attempt to cbaracterize otber organizations and voici T 
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who want to know what the difference between organization 18. 2 
SDS invites them to go and talk to all the organizations involved < 
and to attempt to draw conclusions for themselves. SDS wants to 
present its program to people and say this is what we believe in, 
this is what we are doing and we invite you to participate, and 

then, of course, any other organization is perfectly free to put 

forth theirs ideas and their programs also. SDS wants people to 

Join their organization because they believe in what SDS stands 

for and what it 18 doing and not simply to join because "we're 

the going thing."¢ 


KISSINGER was then asked 11 he thought the SDS could 
coexist with other groups. KISSINGER's reply was that SDS co- 
exists with everybody in the sense that it is willing to cooperate 
with any other organization on a specific program in which they 
are in agreement and because of this SDS finds itself in the 
course of the year involved with many different programs 
with many different organizations on an issue by issue basis. ډوو‎ 


KISSINGER was asked 11 he saw any major conflict in 
this policy where SDS could not possibly cooperate with a group 
because of policy and not on specific issues. He replied SDS 
does not believe there is any organization that is really beyond 
the pale in the sense that one does not answer their letters or 
talk to them or find itself in the samé room with them. SDS does 
not believe in the social ostraciam of people with whom it has 
political disagreements. One of the essences of a political 
'democracy is that everyone is free to put forward their ideas and 
their program and 1f somebody has good 10688 and a good program, 
then SDS wants to work with them on them, and if they ha bad 
ideas and programs SDS does not want to work with them. 8 


KISSINGER was then asked as to how often chapters meet.. 2 
He said it depends on how active the chapters are. Some meet 
every two days, 5096 everytwo weeks. When asked where are their. 
Strongest groups, he replied 11 depends on what is meant by the 
word strong--numbers or activity. For example, two of our most 
active chapters are down at tbe Universities of Oklahoma and ١ 
Texas. ‘SDS has chapters in virtually every major educational | 
institution in the country. Chapters vary*from a paper chapter y 
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KISSINGER said the organization really got going first 
on the east coast and virtually every major school on the east 
coast has a chapter.  SDS is just breaking in on the west coast. 
There are four chapters in California, chapters in Oregon and 
Washington. SDS is just beginning to organize the west coast but 
every other area is pretty heavily involved. They have a chapter 
at Reed College in Oregon and o at the University of Washington-- 
there may be two in Washington. 6 


KISSINGER was asked whether there is strong Negro partici- 
pation in SDS. He replied the organization is primarily white and 
that 18 because its membership is primarily made up of students 
and to go to school in the U.S. requires money. Negroes are an 7 
economically disenfranchised group within society. The percentage 
of Negroes involved in higher education is far below the percentage 

they represent in the population. The other reason is "we are not 
& civil rights organization any more than we are a peace organiztion 
or a civil liberties organization or a university reform organization, 
80 that there hasn't been that particular issue to attract large 
Negro participation. We want everybody to participate and we 
don't lay any particular empbasis on any particular racial 
composition." Despite the economic problgm, there are a large 
number of Negroes in the organization. x 


On the question of sources of money for SDS, KISSINGER 
said SDS sells a lot of literature and does a lot of publishing. 
It gets lots of money at times from grants for specific programs 
from educational foundations or trade unions. It also gets 
personal contributions from people who believe in the work SDS 
is doing. Sometimes SDS runs out of funds and.runs fund raising 
events so that money comes from wherever 505 can get :۰. N 


The reporter mentioned a recent news article which in 
effect said the CP was a wusty citadel and had aging leadership. 
KISSINGER was asked what can a group as young and active as SDS 
do thet the communists have not been able to do with the left 
of «this country. KISSINGER cited a specific example of what 
the students and people in the universities bave done in the 
last Year and gave several examples. KISSINGER Said young 
people built the civil rights movement in the South and the 
key of this decade as far as social movements have gone wag 
the beginning of the sitein movement in the South in 1960 and 
the subsequent formation of SNCC. This was entirely done by 
young peop]e. So, according to KISSINGER, there is a specific 
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example where young people led meaningful social change within 
a few years. KISSINGER cited the activities of students and 
syapathetic faculty members across the country acting in concert 
through the March on Wasington, through the "teach in" movement, 
and said that they had been able to accomplish what a number of 
U.S. Senators have not been able to accomplish, that is, to make 
public the debate on our 15 ΟΝ policy in Viet Nam and to force 
public debate on that issue. 


The reporter then pointed out that one of the big 
changes then is that SDS has the youth and vigor and the communists 
apparently are not attracting any of that any more. KISSINGER 
replied, "well, I don't want to do this in counter position to 
what the Communist Party does." KISSINGER wants to see that the 
primary emphasis in the U.S. now for social change is coming 28 
young people. He pointed out that it is young people who are 
retaking the initiatives in fields of peace, civil rights and 
everything else, and they have built something that,is vaguely 
referred to as the "student movement in America." 7 


KISSINGER was asked as to the median age of members of 
SDS. He replied they have nothing like a minimum or maximum age. 
They have members all the way from high school students to people 
in their 40s and 508. 16 expects the median age is college age-- 
around 20 or 21. KISSINGER said that they have about 70 full-time 
employees around the country, the vast bulk of them being located 
in community projects mostly. Ain the urban north. The remainder are 
in the form of national office employees. They have a staff of 
nine in Chicago in th ational office plus æveral full-time 
regional organizers. 


KISSINGER was asked to identify SDS community projects. 
He said they are projects that have been going on a little over a 
year now. The idea behind them was to involve students in an 
active way among the poor and disenfranchised in the American 
urban'nortb in an attempt to build indigeneous democratic 
community union through which the pee who lived in these 
cossunities could express themselves in the. society at large on 
‘their mrticular demands and problems within the context of some 
sort of a general critique on society. So SDS bas former studente 
full-time, singe they have dropped out of school, who have 
given op theirs icademic careers and who have gone into the 
community with some sort of commitment to live and work there 
for several years. They are, by and large, living cowmunally 
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on tbe project and they have subsistence, as existence, though 
tbey usually do not even have salaries; their money is just 
pooled and they pay their rent and buy their food.In some areas 
they are working in both Negro and white communities on issues 
of jobs and unemployment and questions of urban renewal and 
organizing rent strikes. There are basic problems that afflict 
the poor urban dwellers today, against whi be hasm ability 

to figbt because he bas no organization (9 


The above ig not being reported in letterhead memorandum 
as the information is such that it would jeopardize the source. 
Chicago, however, will make available to the Bureau any newspaper 
articles that appear relative to this matter. 


All offices receiving a copy of this letter should 
carefully paraphrase instant information if disseminated so as 
to afford tbe source necessary protection. 
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- COSTUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY. 1 
` INTERNAL SECURITY - 


RES, pt A 7 
“αλ UNITED STATES COZZANMENT نه‎ 
Memorandum 
1 - Belmont 
TO | C. sullivan WIEK DATE: 7-1-5 
1 - Mohr 
FROM F. J.. Baumgard er 1 - 6 
a وھ‎ 
SUBJECT: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE nS Jm 6 


ς 


The Students for a Democratic Society is a socialist-oriented 


youth organization which has in recent months been extremely active 
in protest demonstrations against United States policy in Vietnam. 


We are presently conducting an investigation of this organization to 


determine the extent to which it has been infiltrated by communists 


of 

rnished reliable information in the 
Kissinger, National Secretary of the 
ciety, spoke at the June 13, 1965, 


and other subversive element 


A source who has 
past has advised that Clar 
Students for a Democratic 


pe 
. 38% 


vise whether Kissinger's 


session of the national convention of this organization at which time 


he reported on a project which he referred to as the "Kissinger 


He described this Project as 


Project" and "Kissinger's Kamikaze." 


a deliberate attempt to force the United States to have a political 
trial which will discuss the.political issues of the Vietnam war 


He stated that there is a need for a more 


and related issues. 


drastic approach to social reform and proposed that the Students for 
& Democratic Society deliberately violate the Espionage Act of 1917, 


certain provisions of the Smith Act and certain parts of the Military 
He said that this would be done by entering 


Codes of Justice. 


military bases and distributing leaflets which will demoralize the 
servicemen and by suggesting that servicemen desert or adopt devious 


means of avoiding direct participation in the Vietnamese war. 
Kissinger stated that this strategy calls for actions that are so 


drastic that the Government will have no alternative except to 


iet ^ . ۹ 
و‎ - 215717 


plicationtf of the aforementioned 


prosecute the Students for a انس‎ 


In view of the legal 


proposal, the Department was requested 6 


Statements constituted a violation of the Sedition statutes and 


iwhether * Investigation 18 desired in this regard. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 

Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

100-439048 


By letter dated June 25, 1965, the Department advised that 
no spetific investigation of this organization under the Sedition 
Statutes isw arranted at this time but pointed out that Title 18, 

U. S. Code, Section 1382 (entering a military reservation) and 

Title 50, U. S. Code, Section 797 (entering a restricted area) would 
appear to have a most specific application to this situation. The 
Department noted that by proceeding under these statutes rather 

than the Sedition statutes it would afford us a better opportunity 
of frustrating the group'!s plans without presenting them with an 
opportunity to litigate the political issue. 


In view of the foregoing, it is felt that the field should 
be advised of the Department's observations and should be instructed 
to handle cases arising out of this situation in accordance with the 
Department's recommendation. 


RECOMMENDATION: cl 


Attached/Tor approval is the yellow file copy of an airtel 
(original on plastiplate) to Albany, copy to all offices, which encloses 
a copy of the Department's letter dated June 25, 1965, and contains 
instructions for handling any cases arising out of this situation. 
After approval the yellow copy should be returned to C. W. Thompson, 
Room 810, Riddell Building, for transmittal|to the field. 
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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 
() STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 
INTERNAL SECUBITY - C 


ReBunirtel to Albany, copy to all offices, datod 
5-19-65, : 


At the recent national convention of this organization 
which was held Juno 9 — 13, 1965, at Caup Maplehurst, Kcwadin, 
Michigan, Clerk Kissinger, National Secrctary of the Students for 
& Democratic Society, reported on n project which he referred to 
as the "Kissinger Project." He described this Project as a 
deliberate attempt to force the United States to have a political 
trial which will discuss the political issues of the Vietnam wae 
and related issucs. He statod that there is a need for a more 
drastic approach to social reform and proposed that tho Students 
for a Democratic Society deliberately violate the Espionage Act 
of 1917 (Sedition statute), certain provisions of tho Smith Act 
and certain parts of the Military Codes of Justice. He said 
Sem that this would be done by entering military bases and 
distributing leaflets which will demoralize the servicemon and by 
suggesting that servicemen desert or adopt devious wonns of . 
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Airtel to SAC, Albany 
Re: COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE 

STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY . 
100-439048 2 


۳ There is enclosed for each office a copy of a letter 
fron Assistant Attorney General J. Walter Yeagley dated June 25, 
1965, in response to the Bureau's request. It should be noted 
that the Department 18 desirous of proceeding under Title 18, 
U. S. Code, Section 1382 (entering a military reservation) and 
Title 50, U. S. Code, Section 797 (entering a restricted area) 
rather than the Sedition statutes because it is felt that this 
course of action affords a better vehicle for frustrating the 
group's plans without presenting them with any opportunity to 
litigate the political issue. 


All offices should immediately alort logical informants 
and sources concerning the/"Kissinger Project" and any inforsation 
developed regarding plans to implement this Project should be 
immediately brought to the attention of the Bureau. You should 
thereafter furnish all pertinent information to the United States 


Department's desire to proceed as outlined in the enclosed Depart- 
mental memorandum. In the event thnt any individual or group of 
individuals actually cong: a violation of Title 18, U. S. Code, 
Section 1382, or Title 50, 0. S. Code, Section 797, you should 
proceed according to instructions contained in the Manual of 
Instructions, Section 33C, which relates to crimes on * 
reservations. The Bureau should be promptly advised of all ` 
pertinent developments. 


It is absolutely essential that this case recoive 
continuous aggressive investigative attention and that adequate 
informant coverage bs established to enable the Bureau to E 
determine in advance specific plans of this organization to d E 
initiate any activity which would be detrimental to the national E 
defense interests of the وس‎ d ^ EG 
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